
What Do You Believe?  
 
Read the following statements.  Write an ñAò next to those that you agree with, and a ñDò next to 
those with which you disagree. 
 

1.  I want every child in my classroom to make a full yearôs growth from their starting point when enter-

ing my class in the fall. 

 

2.  I believe that Indian Valley has a duty to meet the requirements set forth in federal education law. 

 

3.  I believe that Indian Valley has a duty to meet the requirements set forth in Ohio education law. 

 

4.  I would like to know how to positively impact the academic performance of ALL of my students. 

 

5.  I would like to know how to positively impact the behavioral performance of ALL of my students. 

 

6.  I do not want any of my students labeled as learning disabled if they do not truly have a disability. 

 

7.  I would like to have a consistent model and procedures for making educational decisions for ALL of 

my students. 

 

8.  I would like to know whom to ask for advice when a student has a specific academic problem. 

 

9.  I would like to know whom to ask for advice when a student has a specific behavioral problem. 

 

10.  I would like to have an in-building resource area where I can access intervention strategies to meet 

academic and behavioral needs for my students. 

 

If you agreed with any of these statements, then you will want to pay special attention to the  
Response to Intervention (RtI) information that will be coming to you in future issues of this 
newsletter.  Stay tuned to find out how to implement this powerful model into your classroom!  

 
Submitted by:  Rebecca Hicks 

adopt the standards are                

expected to either adopt 100 

percent of the Common Core or 
adopt the Common Core in its 

entirety plus up to 15 percent 
state-specific content.  After the 

final documents are released, 

Ohio will determine what state-
specific content, if any, should be 

added. 

In Ohio, advisory committees and 

working groups met from July 
through October to revise Ohioõs 

Academic Content Standards.  

Drafts of the revised Ohio            

Academic Content Standards for 

Mathematics and English             
Language Arts, scheduled for 

release for public comment this 
month, will not be posted on the 

ODE website until a later date, 

pending the completion of the 
state-led development of            

Common Core Standards. 

Ohio has committed to adopting 

the national Common Core in 
both mathematics and English 

Language Arts.  States that 

The state process ran parallel to 

the development of the Common 

Core standards.  All of the work 
completed by these Ohio groups 

has been put on hold. 

The revision process for Science 

and Social Studies Standards is 
still on track with feedback being 

sought on the ODE website   

beginning this past November 13.   

Current plans are to adopt all 
four sets of Standards this  

summer.   

National Common Core Standards Shift Ohioõs Revision Process 

According to the October, 2009 

edition of the The Ides of ODE, 

the new Standards are designed 
to be Web-based.  Educators are 

not expected to implement the 
Standards until model curricula 

with content statements,           

instructional strategies and links 
to teaching  resources have 

been developed along with new 
assessments.  A three-year 

window for all work to be              

completed is anticipated at this 

point.  Stay tuned for further 

developments! 

students òfeed their brainsó in a 

coffeehouse atmosphere and 

share personal book reviews.  

Activities and snacks make            

reading enjoyable, and the            

program is building lifelong            

learners.   

At the Indian Valley Board of  

Education meeting the evening of 

November 16, both staff members 

were  presented with plaques 

honoring their selection for this 

prestigious event.   

On Tuesday, November 10, the 

Greater Columbus Convention 

Center played host to the  annual 

Student Achievement Fair, in which 

innovative approaches districts 

are taking to improve student 

achievement take the spotlight.   

Approximately 100 booths were 

available for the Ohio School 

Boards Associationõs Capital  

Conference attendees to view and 

pick up handouts and other          

information.   

This year, Indian Valley Local 

Schools featured two                

exemplary programs at the           

Student Achievement Fair. Gifted 

Intervention Specialist Denise 

Picchetti and student Ariel       

Wentworth shared Heritage Arts 

Days, a two-day event where 

community artisans and historians          

present and students participate 

in classes that promote the arts 

and local heritage. 

In addition, High School             

Librarian Susan Myers and student 

Deanna Draganov explained the 

Starbookõs Caf® where high school 

Indian Valley Programs Highlighted at Statewide Conference 

Great Public Schools:  A Basic Right and Our Responsibility 

Take a few moments  this week 

to  consider your role as an          

educator, parent or community 
member  in providing our            

children with a quality             
education  as the 88th annual 

American Education Week (AEW)  

is celebrated. 

In 2009, AEW is taking place 
November 15-21.  Each day,  a 

different aspect of school life is 

recognized, as follows: 

November 16:  Open House Day 

November 17:  Parents Day 

November 18:  Education Support 

Professionals Day 

November 19:  Educator for a Day 

November 20:  Substitute       

Educators Day 

AEW was started in 1921 as a 

joint effort of the National            

Education Association (NEA) and 

the American Legion who were 

later joined as co-sponsors by 
the U.S. Office of Education and 

the National PTA.  AEW  is always 
celebrated the first full week 

before Thanksgiving.    

Thanks to everyone who                    

contributes to making our public 
schools great places to work, 

learn and visit! 

 

 

Searching for a                          

personalized and                      

affordable holiday 

gift?   Honor a teacher, a  

student, a colleague, a 

family member or even 

yourself with a Holiday 

Tribute from the Indian 

Valley Foundation.  For a             

minimum of $10,            

someone special will        

receive a heartfelt,                  

personalized gift, and 

you will make an                    

important contribution to 

the Indian Valley                   

Foundation.  For more 

information about the 

Foundation, you can 

email 

ivf@ivschools.org , visit 

www.ivschools.org  or             

contact Minnie                      

Garabrandt at 330-339-

2666 or                                    

jgarab@wilkshire.net  
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Indian Valley               

Local Schools 
 

Our mission is to educate 

and nurture all students so 

they learn to the best of 

their abilities 

to become                      

responsible 

and                          

productive                    

citizens.   

mailto:ivf@ivschools.org
mailto:jgarab@wilkshire.net


Third grade students in Carl Penickõs            

science classes at Port Washington                 

recently completed a classification of  animals 

unit.  As a culminating activity, Pat Brenner 

from Grove City, Pennsylvania brought in a      

collection of furs, skeletal remains and stuffed 

animals that her  husband and she have                 

collected over the years.  Brenner, the 

mother of Midvale teacher Cheryl Jones,           

explained where each animal lived and how 

each one came to be part of the collection as 

well as provided other fascinating information 

about each creatureõs remains.  She has also 

taken her collection to Midvale Elementary.  

Students enjoyed their up-close encounters 

with animal furs that they would normally not 

have the opportunity to touch or feel. 

During the week of November 9, Port Washington                            

Elementary celebrated ñWorld Kindness Week,ò which                  

culminated in ñWorld Kindness Dayò on Friday.  Heifer              

International is a non-profit group that provides farm animals, 

farming instruction and animal care to families in America as 

well as throughout the world.  During this week, donations 

were accepted in any amount.  Once all funds have been          

tallied, students will be able to vote on what type of donation 

they would like to make, ranging from honeybees, a pig, a trio 

of rabbits or a water buffalo.  Families who receive an animal 

agree to donate an offspring to another needy family.  This 

humanitarian effort just keeps on giving and helps our                    

students see the importance of serving the community and the 

world in which they live.   

Congratulations to Midvale Elementary!  The school 
was recently awarded a check in the amount of 

$1000 through the Earning for Learning Program  
sponsored by the The Times Reporter, New Towne 

Mall, Buehlerõs and 99.9 FM.   

As shoppers redeemed their receipts at the mall 
office, each dollar that customers spent turned into 

points to help out their favorite school building.  

Great job, Midvale supporters! 

In honor of Veterans Day, Port Washington third 

graders had the privilege to interact with a 

classmateõs relative.  Logan Morrisonõs                 

grandfather, James Thornton, is a retired Army 

First Sergeant who has travelled extensively to 

numerous countries.  He talked to the children 

about his military service.  Thanks to all our     

courageous veterans for defending our                    

freedoms at home and abroad! 
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Making Veterans Day a Personal Experience 

Sixth Grade Students of the Month for October are 

(left to right):  Bryan Troyer, son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Ervin Troyer; Gene Flynn, son of Mr. Dennis Maurer; 

Jadan Hartzler, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jason Hartzler; 

McKenzie Higgins, daughter of Ms. Brandi Smith; 

Samantha Hamilton, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 

Hamilton; and Karlee Peach, daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. Charles Peach.  These youngsters were chosen 

for their conscientious work habits, their helpfulness 

to others, respect for classmates and teacher and in 

general going above and beyond what they are           

required to do in their classes. This outstanding group 

was honored at lunch with their  nominating teachers 

on Friday, November 13. 

sculptures and quilling creations.   Art 
IV students are creating òLet Us Eat 

Cakeó  projects in the style of Wayne 

Thiebald.  Fun and delicious! 

If you have walked through the front             

entrance of the high school  during the 

last few weeks, you probably noticed 

the Halloween-decorated windows 

designed by the ACT-IV Club.  This 
energetic group also created trick-or-

treat bags and had an in-house candy 

exchange. 

According to  Art Instructor Chris 
Rober, a great deal is happening with 

her program at Indian Valley High 

School.   

Art I classes are creating graphic 

collages using eraser stamps, glue 

contour, foam and fingerpaint mono-

printing.  In Art II, the students have 

worked on tissue impressionism and 

just began newspaper sculptures. 

Check out the Art III pyrographic wood 
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Art Program Buzzing with Activity 

On September 16, the entire middle school staff teamed up for a session on CPS (òclickersó) and ExamView.    

Teachers are devoting many hours learning how to integrate these exciting tools into their day-to-day lessons. 

Sixth Grade Students of the Month Lauded 


