
The Bare Bones of RtI  
The term, òRtIó has been floating around Indian Valley buildings since the beginning 

of the school year, but what exactly IS RtI?  Good question!  RtI can be thought of 

as Response to Instruction  and Response to  Intervention .  The process begins like this:  

Every general education teacher is expected to be highly qualified in the subject he or she teaches.  This  

expert teacher uses research -based, differentiated instructional strategies to conduct lessons built around 

the appropriate state indicators.  In other words:  Good teachers are presenting good lessons.   Numerous 

long-term studies have shown that when this occurs, at least 85% of all  students can learn in the regular  

classroom.  

But what about the other 15%?  Are they destined to be labeled as òIEP kidsó for eternity?  For most, the 

answer is no.  The next step in the RtI process involves providing Early Intervening Services (EIS) for those 

students whose data have shown that they are in need of additional support.  These students then receive 

immediate, additional instruction in the area of weakness.  This additional instruction can be delivered by the 

general education teacher, a Title I teacher, or an interventionist.  The intervention must occur outside of 

regular class time (in addition to, not instead of), and should be for approximately 45 -60 minutes per week.  

Data continues to be collected and the studentõs progress is monitored. 

If the intervention provided helps the student to succeed, the intervention is gradually removed and the            

student continues independently.  If the intervention was not successful, another intervention strategy is           

introduced.  This process continues until data shows the student has responded favorably to an intervention 

and is no longer in need, or that the student is not responding and additional steps need to be taken to provide 

student support.  

What are those other steps?  Check out next monthõs newsletter to find out! 

 

Submitted by :  Rebecca Hicks  

Students at Indian Valley Middle School                

recently competed in two essay contests                  

sponsored by the Tuscarawas Veterans of  

Foreign Wars (VFW).   Winners at each of the 

grade levels were selected to be entered into a 

competition at the VFW council level.         

ñPatriotôs Penò essay school winners were 

Dalton Bolon, grade 6;  Samuel Wentworth, 

grade 7; and Brady Byers, grade 8.  ñSay No to 

Drugsò essay school winners were Koby Cool, 

grade 6; Leaha Granato, grade 7; and Dalton 

Sprowl, grade 8.  School winners in each of the 

contests received a check for $25 from the 

Tuscarawas VFW.   Samuel Wentworthôs 

ñPatriotôs Penò essay was also selected for a 

$100 prize at the VFW council level.   

Indian Valley Middle School English teachers 

who organized the grade level contests were 

Erin Price, grade 6;  Hannah Hannen, grade 7;  

and Denise Cooley, grade 8.  Mr. James              

Overholt from the Tuscarawas VFW                         

coordinated the school contests. 

SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS OF THE MONTH FOR NOVEMBER  

Left to right: Hannah Myers, Alec Love, Hunter Host, Allija Lantzer, Nicole Cross and Paitra Huebner 

These students were chosen because they are always willing to help, have their 
work done and turned in on time, have a smile for you and make your day in a 
good way.  Congratulations to these outstanding young people! 

With the passage of House Bill 

1, new background check           

requirements have been enacted 

for all licensed educators in 

Ohio. 

Initial applicants for a license 

must complete both BCI and 

FBI criminal background 

checks.  These checks need to 

be fewer than 365 days old to 

be considered valid for              

licensing purposes. 

Educators who are renewing a 

license or permit and have lived 

continuously in the State of 

Ohio for the previous five years 

and have a BCI background 

check on file with the Ohio 

Department of Education 

(ODE) will need to complete 

only a FBI criminal background 

check once every five years.  

Currently, they must complete 

both BCI and FBI checks 

whenever they renew.               

Educators who have not lived 

continuously in the state for the 

past five years will need to 

complete both background 

checks. 

Educators with multiple              

licenses only need to submit the 

required background checks 

when they are applying for the 

renewal of the license or permit 

that is of the longest duration.  

Educators who hold a                

permanent certificate are still 

required to submit the required 

background checks once every 

five years.  However,                  

permanent certificate holders 

who have lived continuously in 

Ohio for those five years will 

only need to submit FBI back-

ground checks.  

Educators still need to have the 

fingerprinting agency request 

that the results be sent to Ohio 

electronically through 

WebCheck.   

PLEASE  REFER TO THE                   

ENCLOSED LISTING OF 

WEBCHECK                            

LOCATIONS IN                 

TUSCARAWAS COUNTY.  

By January 1, 2010, updated 

licensure application forms will 

be posted on the ODE website 

to comply with the provisions 

of HB1 regarding background 

checks.  These new application 

forms will be the only            

applications accepted after 

January 1.  If any of the older 

applications are received after 

this date, they will be declined, 

and applicants will be notified 

of the need to complete an  

updated application form. 

Please contact a LPDC member 

or Janis Hunter if you  have 

questions or need assistance. 

NEW BACKGROUND CHECK REQUIREMENTS  
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Our mission is to              

educate and nurture all 

students so they learn to 

the best of their abilities 

to become responsible 

and productive citizens.   

Braves X2 is            

now open!   
This clothing closet is 

housed at Indian Valley 

Middle School in                 

Tuscarawas and provides 

clothing to all Indian  

Valley students in grades 

K-12.  If you or someone 

you know is in need of 

any items, please let your 

school principal or              

counselor know. School 

personnel will assist with 

obtaining the clothing, 

which can be picked up 

during school hours or an 

after-school appointment 

can be made by calling 

740-922-0951.   

It is not too late to order your Holiday Tributes!  

Everyone appreciates and enjoys receiving and displaying an 

Indian Valley Foundation Tribute.  

For a minimum contribution of $10, the Indian Valley Foundation 

will prepare and mail a personalized Tribute to anyone you wish to 

honor ï at any time of the year.  Remember a teacher, principal, 

friend or loved one - living or deceased by sending a personalized 

Tribute from the Indian Valley Foundation. 

To order a Tribute, go to www.ivschools.org and click on the IV 

Foundation tab in the upper right-hand corner.  A Tribute order form 

is in the IV Foundation file.  

Or contact Minnie Garabrandt (330-339-2666) 

(jgarab@wilkshire.net). 

Next Indian Valley Foundation Meeting:  January 11, 2010 ï 

Port Washington School Library ï 6:30 P.M. 

The following have been honored to date by Tributes from the 

Indian Valley Foundation: 

Those honored are: 

Donna Booth                                        by        Candace C. Wilson 

Archie Gardner                                     by        Minnie Garabrandt 

Gale Stull                                              by        Amy S. Miller 

Roger Bond                                           by        Janis Hunter 

All Indian Valley Cheerleading Squads  by      Minnie and Jack Garabrandt 

Viv Long                                               by        James and Crystal Brindley 

Leann Ong                                             by        James Brindley 

Chris  Dobbins                                       by        Crystal Brindley 

Sherry Morrison                                     by        James and Crystal Brindley 

Karen Walton                                         by        James and Crystal Brindley 

Honored in memorium: 

                      John Walters                                         by       The Staff at the Middle School                                                         

mailto:jgarab@wilkshire.net


Redbird, the globe-trotting 

mascot from Candace           

Wilsonôs kindergarten class 

at Midvale Elementary, is on 

the go once again for his 

eighth year of adventures. 

After a sky diving                  

experience and a trip to Las 

Vegas, he  departed for           

Japan.  During the Art Pals 

Program, coordinated by 

Sara Dittfeld and Amanda 

Comstock, Redbird met a  

preschool teacher who was 

traveling to Nagaya, Japan 

with student artwork and 

invited Redbird along on the 

voyage.  In  Nagaya, his 

chaperone was Alexandra 

Gellin. 

Redbird also made a magical 

trip to Walt Disney World 

during  Halloween and will 

depart for India the week of 

December 14 with a Kent 

State University student who 

is spending time with her 

family over the holiday 

break. 

Redbird has logged over 

200,000 miles and is still  

counting! 

Submitted by:  Candace Wilson 

Midvale Elementary and Port Washington Elementary were 

two of 400 school buildings in Ohio to be selected for the 

ñMake Your Smile Countò program. 

Third grade students received various screenings, including 

dental, height/weight and Body Mass Index (BMI).      

The ñMake Your Smile Countò program is a  collaboration 

between the Ohio Department of Healthôs division of Oral 

Health and the Ohio Department of Education.   

As a thank you, teachers received a kit called ñAdriannaôs 

Nutrition Expedition.ò   

According to School Nurse Karen Scheetz, statewide results           

concerning the health of Ohioôs third graders will be reported 

at the end of the year.   

and a puff mobile.   

The stations were manned by 

engineers from Tusco Display 

and Lauren Manufacturing as 

well as an engineer from 

Zanesville who works with 

various Ohio waste                     

management plants. 

STEM teacher Linda Spring 

exclaimed, ñThe students had 

a great time!ò 

On Thursday, November 19, 

Midvale fifth graders and 

their parents enjoyed a Family 

Science Night.   

Twenty-six families rotated 

through six stations exploring 

engineering challenges.  

Some of the challenges             

included designing a super 

tower out of newspapers that 

would support a golf ball, a 

rubber band car, a hoop glider 

Families Tackle Engineering Challenges 

Redbird Visits Land of  the Rising Sun 
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considered for the                         

exhibit.  The talk was geared 

for other GTT teachers and 

lasted forty-five minutes. 

The second talk was after 

lunch and addressed the entire 

conference audience.  Kramer 

and another teacher from 

North Canton Middle School 

discussed their experiences at 

Natick Army Research           

Facility this past summer. 

(www.LetsSayThanks.com)  

sponsored by Xerox on which 

they can choose a card, person-

alize a message and have it sent 

to a soldier serving overseas.  

Third and fourth graders              

utilized Tux Paint. Kindergarten 

through second graders located         

coloring pages online and learned 

how to print them out.   

According to Bober, òTeachers 

often have the opportunity to 

teach skills that meet our           

Standards through meaningful 

projects like this.   Hopefully, my 

students are getting a lesson in 

caring and compassion as well.ó   

On November 23, the Port 
Washington kindergarten 
classes held their annual 
Native American Day. 

The event ran most of the 
morning and culminated in 
a luncheon feast.                 
Standards-based activities 
taught the students about 
the Native American        
culture.   

Kindergarten teachers 
Heidi Baker, Patty Couts 
and Leann Ong explained, 
�³�:�H���V�K�D�N�H���E�X�W�W�H�U�����E�D�N�H��
cornbread, hunt buffalo, 
cook buffalo meat (hot 
dogs), crush corn, hear 
Native American stories, 

sort berries & nuts, make 
headbands, make vests, 
have face painting, fish for                 
letters, make pattern            
noodle necklaces, play  
Native American games 
and take home a scrap-
book with a souvenir from 
�H�D�F�K���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q���´�� 

About twenty parent             
volunteers helped make 
this day a success.        
Student-supplied food was 
consumed in the gym.  
Turkey, cranberry Jell-O, 
carrots, celery, cornbread, 
grapes, apples and              
pumpkin pie were on the 
menu. 

she encourages  the           

students to build different 

robots using the same guide-

lines.  Creativity is                       

encouraged  by awarding        

extra credit points.  Kramer 

showed  several different  

examples of how our students 

have built each of the seven  

robots.  She also talked about 

the COSI exhibit and the 

work involved to be                  

Marilyn Kramer, Middle 

School Gateway to                        

Technology  (GTT) teacher, 

delivered  two talks at the Fall 

Project Lead the Way  

(PLTW) Conference held in 

Dayton, Ohio.   

The first dealt with                    

Automation and                             

Robotics.  She talked about 

our local  program and how 

Students in Debbie Boberõs 

computer classes at both             

elementaries created Christmas 

cards on the computer, printed 

them out and then colored 

them.   The purpose of this            

activity was to send holiday 

cards to military troops serving 

in Afghanistan and also to               

soldiers being treated/

rehabilitated at Walter Reed 

Hospital in Washington, D.C.    

Fifth graders used a program 

called Open Office Impress to 

create the cards.   Both fourth 

and fifth graders were                 

introduced to a website 

Middle School Teacher Presents to PLTW Audience 

Christmas Made Brighter for Troops 

Native American Heritage Explored 
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